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2012-04-20 Tetsuo Kidokoro
Nairobi
Charm of the Cosmopolitan City

I visited Nairobi, Kenya during March 12 to 18 in 2012. I have visited Nairobi almost thirty
years ago and this is my second visit. Nairobi city is one the cities which I feel its charm. One of
the reason is that I had a strong impression during my childhood. During 1960s, many African
cities achieved independence and my image of Nairobi was, as one of centers of Africa, a symbol of
the future of Africa in those days. This image of Nairobi to me was strengthened when I visited
Nairobi 30 years ago and felt the charm of the cosmopolitan city.

There are only few cities where people may feel as if you are a resident of that city
immediately after you landed at the airport. If we call this kind of cities as the cosmopolitan city,
Nairobi is to me one of them as New York city of Hong Kong are. This feeling may be brought
about when the people there do not treat even first-time visitors as strangers. This unique
‘atmosphere’ cannot be created through efforts but ‘exist’ in the city and the people who live there
as a ‘gene’. In my visit this time as well, I was strongly impressed by the ‘openness’ of the people
in the town or in the slum areas where I visited for research.

I would like to introduce an interesting episode in this regard. When we visited the
government slum improvement agency, a professor of the Nairobi University, who is our
counterpart, found one of the staff and said, “I know this lady”. Then, a colleague of that staff
responded “Are you from the same village?” Listening this daily conversation, what I felt is that
Nairobi is a ‘temporary place’ for the people and their true roots still lie in their home villages.
Upon reconsidering the matter, cities may be, in their origin, this kind of places and ‘the place for
the exchange’ where rootless people create a weak but wide network. If it is so, then, Nairobi is

definitely one of those charming cities which retain this original gene of the city as New York city

or Hong Kong do.
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The present master plan of  Town center Mathare
Nairobi expired and there is not ~ So many people are walking in One of the biggest slum areas in
effective master plan currently.  the town center throughout the Africa. Though the area has a
Rapid urban expansion is  daytime. significant problems in sanitary
occurring  through  informal conditions, you will find vibrant
developments. city life inside the area.



